CUR 

'Cij'rri coMn. n. f [from cuny and cmb.} An iron inttm- 
mem u Ted for currying horfes* 

He has a clearer idea from a little print than from a lon^ 
definition ; and fo he would have *f Jlrigil and ftjirum, 
in fiend of a currycomb and cymbal, he could fee (lamped in 
__ the margin final! pictures of thefe inftrumems. Laic. 

To CURSE, v. a, [cupj-ian, Saxon j 

1 . To with evil to ; to execrate j to devote. 

Cur/e me this people ; for they arc too mighty fi r me. Kum. 
A leer Solyman had looked upon the dead body, and bitterly 
cur Jed the fame, he caufed a great weight to be tied unto it 3. 
and fo cart unto ihe tea* Kmlleds Hijhry of the Turks . 

What, yet again ! the third time haft thou curjl me : 

T his JriiprecalioJi was for LaiuF death, 

And thou haft wifhed me like him, Dryd. and Lee s Oedipus, 
v . Io mi [chief ; to afflict ; to torment. 

On impious realms and barbftous kings impofe 
Thy plagues, and curjv f em with fuch foils as thofe, Pope, 
To Curse* v. n. To imprecate 5 to deny or affirm with im- 
precation of divine vengeance. 

The fdver about which thou curfedjl and fpeakeft of alfb in 
my ears, behold the fdver is with me, Jud, xvi. 2< 

Curse. u,f [from the verb.] 
j. Malediction ; wlfh of evil to another. 

Neither have 1 1 'uffered my mouth to fin, hy wi filing a curfe 
to his foul, ‘M xxxh 3c* 

i never went from your lordfliip but with a longing to re- 
turn, or without a hearty curfe to him who invented ceremo- 
nies, and put me on the neceility of withdrawing. Dry den, 

2, Afflict ion; torment; vexation, 

Cmfe on theftriplmg ! how he apes his fire ! 

AmbkLuufly fententious ! Addifius Cato, 

Cu'rse n , participial adj . [ fro m c u rfe , J 

1. Under a curfe ; hateful; dctcftable ; abominable; wicked. 

Merciful pow’rs ! 

Reftrairx in me the turfed thoughts that nature 

hisi es way to in repofe, Shakcfpcare* s Macbeth, 

2. Unholy ; un Tariff fifed ; blafted bv a curfe. 

Conic lady, while beav hi lends us grace, 

Let us fly this c urjed place, 

Left the force re r us entice 
W ith fome other new device; 

Not a watte or need left found, 

’ Fill we come to holier ground, Milton , 

Vexatious; trotiblcfomc. 

This curfed quarrel be no more renew'd ; 

Be, as becomes a wife, obedient ftill ; 

T hough griev’d, yet fubjcct to her hufband’s will, Drydcn, 

One day, 1 think, in Paradife he liv’d; 

Deftiifd the next his journey to purfuc. 

Where wounding thorns and cur fed thirties grew* Prior* 
Cu rsedly, adv, [from curfed.] Miferably ; fliamcfully : a 
low cant word. 

Satisfaction and reftitution lies fo curfedly hard on the giz- 
zards of our publicans. LEflrange . 

Sure this is a nation that is curfedly afraid of being over-run 
with too much poll tenets, and cannot regain one great genius 
but at the expence of another. Pope, 

C u rse dness, n,f [from curfed.] The fl ate of being under a 
curie, 

CVrshjp. n, J [from curd] Dogfhip ; meannefs; fcoimdrel- 
fliip. 

How durfi he, I fay, oppofe thy citrjhip y 
'Gain if arms, authority, and worfhip. Hudibras y p. L 
CIPRSITOR, n.f [Latin] An officer or clerk belonging to 
the Chancery, that makes out original writs. I hey arc called 
clerks of com fe, in the oath of the clerks of Chancery. Of 
thefe there are twenty-four in number, which have certain 
fhires allotted to each of them, into which they make out 
fuch original writs as are required. They are a corporation 
among them ( el ves. Cewel, 

Then ft the recognition and value, flgned with the hand- 
writing of that juilice, carried by the curfitor in Chancery for 
that (hire where thofe lands do lie, and by him is a writ of 
covenant thereupon drawn, and ingrofled in parchment. Bacon, 
C 1 r Rso r a r v * add [ from airfm* Latin, j C urfory ; liafty ; 

carelefs. A word, 1 believe, on!) found in the following 
line, 

I have but with a mrfirary eye 
O’er glanc'd the articles. Shaktfpmrc s Henry V; 

Cursorily, aiv. [from eutjby. ] Hafts 1) ; without care; 

without ff die icons attention. 

This power, and no other, Luther di lawns, as any one that 
views the place but atrforily muft needs fee. A tier bury. 

Cu rsor^’ e ss. n. f [from atrfory,] Slight attention. 

CU RSORY, adjp [from mrjirim> Latin. j Hatty; quick; in- 
attentive 5 cardds, 

j he firft, upon a ettrfiry and (uperficial view, appeared 
like the I lead of another man. Addifin, 

Cu'R'sT. adj, Froward ; peevifh; malignant; mifehievous; 

malicious; fi sari mg 

Mr. Mafoii, after Ida manner, was very merry with both 
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parties, pleafantly playing both with the (hrewd touche , lf 
r\ax\y curjl boys, and with the fmall liifcretton of manv 1™,! 
fthoolmafters. AJCmnh SehJinX 

i pray you, though you mock me, gentlemen, J 
I 'ft her not hurt me : 1 was never curjl \ 

T have no gift at all in flircwifhncfs : 

I am a right maid, for my cowardice ; 


Lit her not finke me. bhakej. Mtdfnmmer Sight's Dr tam 
1 .. go fee if the hear be gone from the gentleman, and 
how much he hath eaten : they are never curjl but when rhci 


are hungry', Shakefpairc s Winter's Tale 

Her only fault, and that is fault enough* 

I&, that file is intolerably curjf 

And fhrewd and forward, fo beyoiid all meafure, 

I hat, were my ftatc far woricr than it is* 

J would not wed her for a mine of gold. Slxrhfprare 
Go, write in a martial hand ; be cur// and brief ft J n * 
matter how witty, \b it be elnqticnt, and full <4 n went ion, Sb 
When 1 d i ffuaded him from his intent. 

And found him pi girt to do it with curjl fpcech, 

I threaten’d to difcpver him. Shake] pear t 5 King Lear, 

And though his mind * 

Be ne’er fo curjl, his tongue is kind Crajhm 

to rstness. 71. j. [from curjl. Pee-, ifimefs ; frowardneb ’ 
malignity, ' J 

Then, noble partners, 

Touch you the few’ reft points with fweetert terms, 

Nor curjlnefs grow to the matter. Shake/, Jut, andCkopeL 
Her mouth fhe writh'd, her forehead taught to frown. 
Her eyes to fparkle fires to love unknown ; 

Her fallow cheeks her envious mind did (hew, 

And ev’ry feature (poke aloud tlie curjhuf of a ftirew. Dcxd. 
Curt. adj. [from cw tus, Latin.] Short* 

Fo CU'RTAIL, v, a, [caiio^ Latin* it M T as anciently written 
curtuly which perhaps is more proper ; but dogs that had their 
tads cut, being called curt a l dogs, the word was vulgarly con- 
ceived to mean originally to cut the tail , and was in time writ- 
ten according to that notion.] 

I* To cut oft ; to cut fljort ; to fhorten. 

I, that am curtail' d of all fair proportion, 

Deform’d, unfinilh’d, lent before my time 
Into this breathing w^orltf Shakf /cards RLhari I1L 

Then whyfhoukl we ourfclves abridge. 

And curtail our own privilege? Hudibras, p if cant. 2. 
Scribblers fend us over their trafh in pro fc and verfe, with 
abom \ n abJ e curtailings and quaint modern ifms* Swift, 

This general employ, and expence of their time, would as 
Mured ly curtail and retrench the ordinary means of know- 
ledge and erudition, as it would fhorten the opportunities of 
vice, /Pmkvttrd, 

Perhaps this humour of fpcaking no more than we mufft 
lias fo mi ferably car tailed feme of our words ; and, in familiar 
writings and converfations, they often lofc ah but their lirfi 
fvllables* Add i fill s Spiff amy N u . 135- 

2. It has of before the tiling cut off. 

The count allured the court, that FaT his antagonift had 
taken a wrong name, having curtailed it of three letters; for 
that his name was not but Fallimi, Add fin, 

Cu y RTAiL Dog, a. /' A dog whofe tail is cut off*, and who is 
therefore hindered In courfmg. Perhaps tins word may be the 
original of cur, 

I, amazed, ran from her as a witch ; and I think, if my 
breaft had not been made of faith, and my heart of ftccl, Ihe 
had transformed me to a curtail dog, and made me turn f tlf 
wheel. Shakejpcard s Comedy of Ermats* 

CURTAIN, n.f [cortim, Latin.] 

1, A cloath contracted or expanded at plcafure, to admit or ex- 
clude the light ; to conceal or difeover any thing; to fliadc a 
bed ; to darken a room. 

Fheir curtains ought to be kept open, fo as to rcnciv p die 
air. ArbuthiM on Did, 

So through white curtains fliot a timVous ray. 

And op'd thofe eyes that muft eclipfe the day. P A £ ' 

Thv hand, great dnlncfs ! let's the curtain tall, 

And univerfal darkiicfs buries all. Pcpds DunamL Elu 

2. 71 ? draw the Ci-rtain. To dofe it fo as to ffiut out the 


light, or conceal the object. 

I muft draw a curt (dm before the work for a while, and 
keep your paEiencc a little in ftifpcncc, till materials are pre- 
pared, Burned s Theory cj ttu Eadh, 

Once jnore I write to you, and this once will be the ML: 
the curtain will foon be drawn between iny Iriend itiul nic, 
and nothing left but to with you a Lag good night, P f 4^ 
3^ To open it fo as to difeern the object* 

Had 1 forgot thee ? Oh, come in, yLmiiia: 

Soft, by and by; Jet me the curtains draw. 

Where art thou ? What’s the matter with dice now f 
So foon as the all-chccring fun 
Should in the fartheft Eaft begin to draw 
The (hady curtain from Auiora s Led. Shake]. Rom ■ am ] u - 

Peace, the lovers arc afleep : 
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They, fweet turtles ! folded lie . 

In the laft knot that love could tie : 

Let them deep, let them deep on* 

’Till this fiormy night be gone ; 

And tld eternal morrow dawn, 

Then the curtain will he drawn. 

And they waken with that light, 

Whofe day fiiall never deep in night. Lrajbaui. 

a. fin fortification.] That part of the wall or rampart that lies 
between two bafiions. Mthjary tc . 

The governour, not difeouraged, fuddeniy of timber and 
boards raifed up a curtain twelve foot high, at the back of 
his foldicrs. Kudlds Hijhry of the Turh, 

C u it t ai n-l e ct if RE, n,f [from curt am and lecture . J A i 
pi oof given by a wife toiler hulband in bed. 

What end left brawls by wives are bred ! 

The curtain-lkturc makes a mournful bed. Drydcih Juvtn , 
She ought to exert the authority of the mrtain-tcSfure, and, 
if fhe finds him of a rebellious difpofitlon, to tame him. Addfi 
To Contain, v, a, [from the noun.] To inclofe or accom- 
modate with curtains* 

Now o'er one half die world 
Nature feems dead, and wricked dreams abufe 
l he curtain d fleep. Shaktjpcavc s Mail'd o. 

The wandering prince and Dido, 

When with a happy ftorm they were fur priz’d. 

And curtain’d with a counfel-kecping cave. Shakfipeare* 
But in her temple’s laft reccfs inclos’d. 

On dulnefs’ lap th J anointed head repos'd : 

Him dofe flic curtain d round vvlrii vapours blue. 

And fort befprinkled with Cimmerian dew. Popes Dundad, 
Cu'R T ate Dijlunce . n,f [In aftronomy. ] The diftance of a 
planet s place from the fun, reduced to the cdcptick* ^ 
Curta^tio^. n,f [from cmtQy to fhorten, Latin.] Ihe in- 
terval between a planet’s diftance from the fun and the curtate 
d I ftan ce . Dha mbers* 

Cu^RTE LASSE* 7 Ci r> ttIt , w 

f Sec bu i lass* 

CU RTELAX. J 

C iFr ts y . See Courtesy. 

Cij rvatf-D. adj > [curmtus, Latin.] Bent, 

CuRvA f TioN* n,f [curvo 9 Latin,] The a£t of bending or 
crooking. 

Curvature* n,f [from curve,] CrookedncTs; Inflexion; 
manner of bending. \ 

It Is bent after the manner of the catenailan curve, by 
which it obtains that curvature that is fafeft for tlie included 
marrow* Chcynes PhiL Frith 

Flaccid it was be3 r ond the activity of the mu felt, and 
curvature of the officles, to gn p e it a due tenfton* Holder, 
Curve, adj, [cwvuS} Latin,] Crooked; bent; inflected; not 
flreight. 

Unleft an intrinfick principle of gravity or attraction, may 
make Itdefcribe a curve line about the attracting body. Bentley, 
Curve, n, f Any thing bent; a flexure or crookednels of any 
particular form. 

And as you lead it round, in artful curve 7 
With eye intend ve mark the fpripging game. Tlmnfon , 
To CURVE, -u* a, [cuvl'Q} Latin.] To bend; to crook ; to 
inflcdt. 

And the tongue is drawn back and curved. Holder tm Speech, 
ToCU'RVET* v ft, [Mrvettarif Italian*] 
i* To leap; to bound. 

Cry, holla! to thy tongue, I pry thee i it curvets Linfea- 
fonably. Shakej pcard s As you like it * 

Himfelf he on an earwig fet. 

Yet fcarcc he on his back, could get. 

So oft and Ii'_h be did curvet, 

Tre lie himfelf could fettle, DraytoAs Nymphid, 

Seiz'd with unwonted pain, fur priz'd with fright. 

The wounded Feed curvets ; and, rais'd upright. 

Lights on his feet before: Ids hoofs behind 
^ Spring up in air aloft, and lath the wind, Drydm's Mmis* 
2. To frifk ; iq be licentious. 

Cur vet. n, f f from ihe verb.] 

1. A leap ; a bound. 

2. A frolick; a prank* 

CurvilFke a r . adj. [ anvus and linear Lat j 
i* Con lifting of a crooked line. 

The impulfe conrimially draws the celeftial body from its 
reclihnear motion, and forces it into a curvilinear orbit ; fo 
that it muft be repeated every minute of time. Cheym. 

2 Compofed of crooked lines, 

CVrvity* n. f from curve ] C rooked neft. 

The joined ends of that bone and the incus receding, make 
a more acute angle at that joynt, and give a greater curvity to 
the port ure of the oflicles. Phidcrs Elements of Speech , 

CU'SHION, 7nf [Irfiir, Dutch ; couffin^ French*] 
i* A pillow for tlie feat j a fort pad placed upon a chair. 

Call Claudius, and feme other of my men; 

1 11 have them fleep on cujhAms in my tent, Shak, Jul C rfn\ 

ff you are icarn*d. 

Be not as common lools ; if you are not, 
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Let them have tujhions by you. ShahfjeanC Csrhtaniss, 

But efte they lat, officious Lntscls l.i’ s 
Two cujhims fiuiFd with ft raw, the I'cat to ratfo 5 
Coarfe, but the beft file had. DrytUn s Fables. 

An Eaficrn king put a judge to death for an tniquituus len- 
tence ; and ordered his hide to he fiufted into a tujhim, and 
placed upon the tribunal, for the fon to fit on. bvnft. 

CUSHIONED, adj. [from cujhim .] Seated Oil a cuunorti up 

ported by cu Allans, 

Manv, who are mffmncd upon thrones, would have je~ 
mained in obfeurity. „ piJjWtaimi on Parties. 

CUSP, n.j: [cujpis, Latin.] A tenh ufed to exprefs the points 
or horns of the moon* or other luminary. Hams, 

Cu'sPATED. I adj. [from eufpls, Latin.] When the leaves 
Cuspidated, J of a flower end in a point, 

Cu'stard. n.f. [cwjlurd, Welfh.] A kind of fweetmeat 
made by boiling esgs with milk and fugar, till the whole 
thickens into a mats. It is a food much tiled in city feafts. 

He chain’d them ftill their guts did ake. 

With cawdle, t film v/, and plumb cake, Hudv rciSy cart. ft. 

Now inayfts and ftirieves all hufh d and latiate lay; 

Yet eat, in dreams, the cujlard ol the day. P ope s Duticludk 
Cu stody, n, j, fiujhdia^ Latin,] 
u Imprifonment ; reftramt of liberty. 

The council remonftranccd unto queen ! lizabeth the, con- 
fpiracies again ft her life, and therefore they advifed her, that 
lhc fl^ould go left abroad weakly attended, as Ihe tiled; but the 
queen anfwered, flic had rather be dead than put in cujhdy. 

Bacon’s Apophthegms, 

For us eh flav’d, is cuflody fevcrc, 

And ftripes, and arbitrary punithmeflt 

Inf3i£ted ? Am ton's Paradife Lcjl y l\ li. L 335* 

2, Care; giiardianfhip ; charge. 

Under the cuflody and charge of the Tons of Merari, fliall 
be the hoards of the tabernacle. Hum* hi, 36* 

We being ftrangers here, how dar ft thou trull 
So great a charge from thine own cuflody, Shakefpearc. 

An offence it were, raflily to depart out of the city com- 
mitted to their cuflody. Krwllcs’s Hijhry cf the Turks, 

There is generally but one coin ftampt upon the occafion, 
which Is made a prefeut to the perfon who h celebrated on it : 
by this means the whole fame is in his own cuflody, Addifm - 

3. Defence ; prefer vation ; fecurity, 

T here was prepared a fleet of thirty fliips for the cuflody of 
the narrow feas* Bacons War with Spain* 

CUST OM* n.f {couflume^ French.] 
j. Habit; habitual pnuSIce. 

Blood and dcftni£tion fball be fo in ufc. 

That mothers fiiall but fmile, when they behold 
Their infants quarterid by the hands of war; 

All pity c honk'd with aflom of fell deeds* Shak. jul. Cmfari 
Cuflm 7 a greater power than nature, foldom fails to 
make them worfhip. Locke, 

2, Fafhion ; common way of a£ting. 

3. Eftabliihed manner. 

According to the aflom of the prieftft office, lift lot was to 
burn inccn fir when he went into the temple of the Lord. Luk, L 
And the priefts cu/hm with the peojile that when any 
man offered facrifice, the priefts fervantscame, while the ft eft j 
was in, with a fldh-hook of three teeth in his hands, 1 Sa. ii. 
4* Fracilfe of buying of certain perfqns* 

You fay he is affidur us in his calling, and is he not grown 
rich by it? Let him have your aflom ^ but not your votes. Add, 

5. Application from buyers; as, thii trader has good cuftom. 

6. [In law,] A law or right, not written, which, being efla- 
bhflicd by long ufe, and tlie con lint of our anceftors, has" been, 
and is, daily praftifed. We cannot fay that this or that is a 
cuflmi, except we can juftify that it bath continued fo one 
hundred years ; yet, becaufe that is hard to pro e, it is enough 
for the proof of a cujhm 7 ft two or more can depofe that they 
heard their fathers fay. that it was a aflom all their time ; and 
that their fathers Sicard their fathers alfo fay, that it was Hke- 
wifc a cu/hm in their time. If it is to be proved by record, 
the continuance of a hundred years will ferve. Cu/hm is 
either general or particular: general, that which is current 
through England ; particular is tint which belongs to this or 
that county; as gavelkind to Kent, or this or that lordfliip, 
city, or town. Cuflom differs from prefer! pti on ; for aflom h 
common to more, and prefer i pti on is particular to. this or 
that man : pre fori pti on may be for a far Oiorter time than 

C tT ' , . CwtL 

7. inbutej tax paid tor goods imported, or exported. 

The refidue of tliefe ordinary finances be cafual or uncer- 
tain, as be the efeheats and forfeitures, the aflom y budera^e* 
and imports. & & * 

rj-,, L ... . naco n, 

J hole commodities may be difperfod, after having paid the 
aflms, m England,. c Irinoh 

Ci flams to fteal is fuch a trivht thin-r, 

That ftis their charter to defraud their king. Dry den* 

Stiahn tells you, that Britain bore heavy taxes, efpeciallv f 
the aijhms on the importation of the Gallick trade. AriuthrJt 
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Customhouse. 
















